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22 Othing is manifeſted in Scripture to be more {a= 
en an'Oath; which t 


h made to Man 
from Man, yet being made with 
is called The Oath of God, Exod, 


22, as a Principall part of Gods Worſhip, Thox 


EY halt worſhip the Lord and ſwear by his name, 
And it is molt jutly 
c 


theteby rhe juſt ſwearer glori 


called a Worſip of God, ſince 
thGad, by profeſling, Firſt, his 


Onnitcience, as the only ſexrcher of his hearttoknow whether 
he ſweares rightly or nor. Secondly, his inviolable juſtice tocon- 
demnethe unjuſt ſwearer; and Thirdly, his omnipotency andun» 
refitable power, totake vengeance upon every Godlefle viola- 
' torofan Oarh : and Godlefic he muſt needs be, who obſerverth 
rtie: of an Oath which God himſelfe hath pre. 
ſcribed; even theſe three recorded, lerem 4. T how fbalt ſwear in 
Inftice, in Judgement, and in Trath, Firſt, in Inftice, that the caſe 
beneceffary and juſt, whereunto I am to be ſworn. Secondly, tn 
Zndgement, that I know itto be ſuch; becauſe whoſoever doth it 
doubtfully condemmerh himſetfe. Rom. 14.5, 92, 23, Laitly in 

borring fromall deceitfulneſſe of ſpeech; either by "_ 
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ba!l equivocation, or ( which is the Art of lying) by any men. 
" eall mo For although itbe the caſeſt thilgiorhe World 
todclude Man, yet the Apoltle will haves know that God 4 nor 
mocked, Gal.2-7. Thus mach of the ſubſtance and circumſtances 
of Lawfull ſwearing. F 


Weareto bring the new Oath to this divine Teſt, to tric it 
whetherit be true coyne or counterf:ir,” 


1 A.B.in humility and reverence of the divine Majeſty, d:elare 
hearty ſorrow for my own ſinnes, and the [inner of this Nation, 
which have deſerved %he calamities and fndgements that now he 
'— aponiits eAnd my whe intention ©, by Gods grace, to encavony the 
amendment of mime ownwayes, ] Wellthen, Therefore mult we 
take heed, leaſt by nwlriplying our finnes by perjaries and falſe 
ſwearing, we doe provoke God to aggravate and multiply his 
þ judgements againſt us; becauſe Ra/d ſwearing u 4 eniltineſſ, Lev, 
% 5.4. and afalſe Oath isone of the greateſt profanations of God's 
& ' name that can be, as all Scripture heweth z and whereot God . 
gore document even in the new Teſtament , by his viſible 
udgement upon two perjur'd wretches at once,as was ſeen bee 
fore outof A.5, | 


The Oath-with an exception. 


Hnd that I doe abhorre and dereff the” ſaid wicked and treache- 
rons defigne lately diſcovered: And that I never gave, nor will give 
wine aſſent to the execution thereof, but will according to my power 
and yocation oppoſe andreſiſt the ſame, and all other of the bobs As 
tre. ] Which is not yer diſcovered unto me of what nature it 
is; whether ir be not the ſame intended from the King for the 41a 
=. ray, which.is exacted by the Parliangent for the A15/3tia. And 
W.:- how farre the chiefe diſcovereris tobe believed, is a matter of 
[c great uncertainty ; ſecing, afrer His impachacnt of diverſe, 
none as yethath been ſufficiently convicted. - 


The Oath with its exception. _ 

And in caſe anyother like deſigne ſball hereafter come to m 

Knowledge, I will wake fuch i. diſtovery 4s I ſhall —_—_ 
way beſt conduce to the preventing thereof. | can give any 
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aſlmace of that which is L344, before he know'the colour ofthe 
enſample, which hitherto is not repreſented, bar only in generall + 
termes, and therefore inviſible and unknownto myconſcience. . 


The Oath and. the exception unto #», 


And whereas I doe in my conſcience beleeve, that the Forces* 
raiſed by the two Homſes of arliament, ave raiſed and continued 
for their juſt defence. ] amely, of Parliament; which I cannot 
doc, if I may believe His'Majeſtics often, publique, and deep a- 
vouchments, thathe intendeth not the difſalutionof this Parlia- 
ment: nor untill my Conſcience be perſwaded againſt Scriptare 
to ſweare Lought not give credit tq ſuch expreſſions from ſoRoy. 
all a month of my Soveraigne,cſpecially ingaging his Severaignty 
and Royalty for the Truth of his Declarations. in that behalte., 


The Intention and Reaſon of the Oath from the Preamble 
of it, and the exceptions againſt it. 


"A Popiſh Army hath bein raiſed againſt the Proteſtant Retigs” 
0,7] The intentionand _ of an Oath is ( as it were) the 
ſoule thereof, and concerneth the very ſoule of the ſwearer, The 
reaſon here pretended is ( as the denomination ſheweth ) 2 he 
Popiſo Army of the King; now the denomimtion of every thing 
is taken cither from that which is greaterin Quantity , or in Ex- 
cellency for worth, and value. But if I ſhould think that the Ar- 
my of the Kings istherefore more excellent Decauſe Popsh, this 
were to denominate my ſeife unworthy in oppoling them , or if 
jt be meant inreſpeR of the Quantity, as if in the Army againſt 
the Parliament the greater number were Papilts; this is as diflo= 
nant: becauſe the whole hoalt at Oxford, both Eaptains and infe- 
rior Souldiers ( as is divulged)) have taken the Oath, for defence 
of the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed. And ſcqce anyone Troop 
of Papiſts harhbeennamed in all the reſt of the Armies on this fide 
Trent, As forthe Northern parts( if the aſſeverations of ſome 
may be credited Jnottwo Raganes of ſixteen canbeaccomnted 
which profeſle themſelves Popiſh. Therefore with whar ju- 
tice will they have meto fwearethat Army to be Papiſticall, and 
yet will not permit me tocall on. Army Anabaptiltzcall, which 
| . 3 yet 
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| yer conſiſts mainlyot men of that FaQtion? Weare now to cnter | 
wo the Religionsconfideration of this Oath, 


The Oath in reieft of Religion end the exceptions, 


And ] doe in my (onſcience believe, that thoſe For ces are raiſed 
- by the Parliament in defence of -the true Proteſtant Religion.) But 
. what is ſignified by the rrus Proteſtant Religion, we arc not ccr- 
 rified by this Oath, and muſt therefore borrow a light from the 
former Oarh of Proteſtation, authorizcdby this Parliament, both 
inthe Preambleand explicatiqn thereot by the Houſe of (om- 
mon.” Th the Preamble thus, The true Proteftant Reformed Rels- 
gion eſtabliſhed. In the Oath it ſelfe thus; T he rrae Proteſtant 
Reb ionexpreſſed in the dofirine of the Church of England, a= 
| vain al Pop innovations.. The Expoſition thus ; weaning /o 


farre only as yt is oppoſite wunto Popery and Popiſh Innovations, antl 
not to be extended unto any forme of Worſhip, 


The firft Exception, 
But to'take up Armes againſt Soveraignty in pretence of de- 
fence of Religion is againſt the very dotrine of the Church. of 
England; as is to be.colleed out of the 35. and 37. Article of 


our Church of England, having expreſlc relation unto the Homj- 
lics again Rebellion, 


The ſecond Exception, 


Secondly, If I ſwear againſt all Popiſh Tanovation in DoQtrine; 
then sfluredly againſt thoſe of taking up Armes in-oppoſition ro 
Princes in pretence of defence of Religion. Which ts ſo uncouth 
an Innovation, as that it was condemnet by the Vniverſall Primie 
tive Church of Chriſt for above 350. yeares; - not only by their 
dodrinc bur alſo their ſuffering tor the defence of the Faithy and 
ſo raltificd by their publike Apologies and glorious Martyrdomes. 
And that indeed this1s a Popiſh doQtine 18s herein moſt evident, 
becauſe that the now Sckiſmaricall Preachers for defence of this 
Warre, uſc and urge the very fame objeions againſt the Army 
onthe one ſide, and anſwers for confirmation of the others, by 
the ſame diſtorted expoſitions of Texts and Examples in holy 
Scriptures, which the Romiſh Sophiſters have done, fram poynt 
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\ A third Exceptions, "0 

-Phird expoſition of the Proteſtation,” profeſſingby he 
Oath to: OE arhet the Tn Doftrines and \ rmagars 4 and 
the continued ck ce of noton connivence, but even. indul- 
afotothe 1 — icall « rrp Faction,(which 
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againſt the dodtrine, as hath done to our Service-booke; which 
ear ee by Scaries torne in pececes, as it wazat Derbewby 
Papiy-in theif infurreRion in the North, 'And what 
callthbre b&} heter hl our Vineyaid of: Chrilt,” 
of Eriglard,” bÞ roordll oft 1) te Luna, or rem 
beafts of new and naughty ? From this part of defence for- 
Religion,the Oath teturneth hip ant partPolirique. 


The Oath and.the Exception 5 againſt it. 


. I A,B, Inmwy Conſtience PB .0l w ho raed you the 
two Houſes of Þ, Parliament, are raiſed for their juſt defence, and 
erage 4e of the Subiett, againſt the Forees raiſed by the King. 
qpo.tires __ — arc Conliecane, Whe, Againſt 
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The oy Exception. . 
When we would know who it is that taketh &Þþ Forces for 
. . Warre, theytcllus the Parliament, and thac by rhe owne Or. 
dinagce; whereas Subjefts of every Kingdome are nbpe the 
Dodtrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ca, that this Anchor 
to Him who is Supreme. RTE 
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"\ The matter F%/> what, the Forces are raiſed' expreſſed” to be : 
fob Libert fy of SubjeRs Ei eArbitrary Power contrary to Law | 
Oe. NotwirhRand: ower of Paliamcut in the theſe. . 
hen, Tp: > Arbitrat ng power, yak nga A 
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